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Warrnambool Botanic Gardens Team Update 
 
Spring has well and truly sprung in the gardens. 
 
The team has been busy preparing annual beds and planting them out. 
 
Additional planting has also been undertaken in shrub beds 7, 8, 10, 15 and 16. 
 
In some shrub beds we have been able to plant stock grown within the gardens, which is a great 
achievement by the team. 
 
The ‘Money Tree’ is nearly mulched with only a small portion remaining that will be completed in 
the coming weeks. After the mulch has been spread the chain will be attached to the wooden posts 
and the interpretative signage installed. 
 
Speaking of interpretative signage the Waterwise Garden signage is nearly complete and should be 
installed early December. These signs will instruct visitors on the 4 main aspects of being 
Waterwise: 
 
� Know your soil 
� Plant selection 
� Why use mulch? 
� What is good watering? 
 
Once the interpretative signage has been installed an official opening with Wannon Water will 
occur. 
 
A large dead Radiata Pine has been recently removed from the middle of the pinetum, which has 
created planting opportunities galore. 
 
It is programmed to commence planting out the pinetum in 2010 with stock provided by Bill Funk 
and also with stock generously donated by Marigold Curtis. 
 
For those that haven’t been to a FOWBG activity day recently, we have an additional staff member 
in Anna Pike who works with us every Wednesday as a school based trainee. Anna has slotted into 
the team well and we are thankful for her enthusiasm. 
 
The team at WBG hope that you and your family have a lovely Christmas. 
 
Hope to see you in the gardens soon. 
 
John, Ros, Mark and Anna 
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Thankyou to all who took part in the Annual Spring Garden Day and Plant Sale 
 
This event, held between 11.00am and 2.00pm on September 20th, attracted a steady stream of 
visitors and garden enthusiasts. Everyone enjoyed the good weather and music from the 
Warrnambool City Band and the Pipes and Drums. Free water melon and activities by the 
Flowering Gum attracted the small children, while old and young found the smell of sausages and 
onions irresistible. The plant stall raised over $1,000 while produce, food, drinks and sundries 
contributed another $700. A really great day. 
 
The Fernery 
 
The reconstructed fernery was opened with due ceremony in the late afternoon of Thursday October 
22nd. Mayor Cr Michael Neoh, cut the scarlet ribbon assisted by President Anne Lynch. John 
MacInnes and Sarah Manderson played some wistful tunes and Marigold Curtis together with the 
Mayor, planted a fern to mark the occasion. 
 
The Friends Twentieth Anniversary 
 
Following the fernery opening ‘Friends’ and guests enjoyed refreshments provided by The City 
Council. Marie Johnstone, who had compiled a detailed record of the work of the ‘Friends’ from its 
inception, gave an excellent report on the trials and triumphs of those twenty years, and John 
Hawker, from Heritage Victoria, proposed a toast to ‘The Friends’. Foundation president, Ellen 
Dwyer, responded, and foundation secretary, Isobel Jones, cut the birthday cake that had been made 
and decorated by long time Friend, Leonie Cumming . 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leonie’s commemorative cake 
 
 
 
             Marigold Curtis & Michael Neoh 
 
Warrnambool Botanic Garden Cards 
 
A variety of cards with scenes from the Warrnambool Botanic Gardens will be available for 
purchase at our end of year function at the rotunda. The cards feature recent colour photographs by 
Mandy King, and historic photographs in sepia or black and white. Cards are $2.00 each or $10 for 
a mixed pack of five cards. They can be pre ordered by contacting Mandy, or selected on the day.  
We also have a limited number of black and white sketches of a cannon, with all parts named. 
These detailed drawings by artillerist Peter Webster are on laminated A3 sheets and at $20 each 
provide a rare opportunity for a collector of historic memorabilia.  
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Scoborio’s Shed 
 
We are moving slowly with our new meeting room. We have successfully received a grant from the 
WCC for IT equipment and Rotary assure us that they are not far away from starting work on the 
interior of the building. We hoped to be completed by the end of the year. We will be able to start a 
new year in our new home and invite all to morning tea. 
 
Guiding Friends 
 
Early in the new year we will be holding a day for old and new guides. This day will be spent 
bringing our guiding notes up to date. Bringing the guides up to date with all the new works that 
John and his staff have achieved over the last couple of years and we hope to encourage some more 
‘Friends’ to join this very enthusiastic group. Keep this activity in mind and give thought to joining 
the group and we will send details out early in the new year. 
 
 
Water 
 
“Gentlemen, 
I beg to present a report on the condition of the Gardens and plantations under my care, at the 
present time, which is not the brightest, the long drought and excessive heat, have been very 
disastrous to all plant life. I never recollect such dry weather as has been experienced the past two 
years, it is with the greatest difficulty to keep the plants and shrubs alive …. I have to cart water to 
them….” 
 
This was part of Charles Scoborio’s report to Council 7th February 1898 
 
In the early days of settlement the inhabitants of Warrnambool depended on rain water, stored in 
tanks for their domestic supplies. A spring below the cutting near Pertobe Road and another west of 
the bridge leading to the golf links, augmented the tank water. Additional water was obtained from 
wells of which there were a hundred or more in the town. (1) 
 
Rainwater percolates more or less directly down until it reaches the water table, which then slopes 
to the outlet, be it a river or the sea. The steepness of the slope varies with the porosity of the 
ground, and in Warrnambool the water table is generally 1-3 metres above high tide level. So the 
depth of a well or bore is a combination of the depth of the water table surface below the ground 
and the depth into the water table needed to achieve sufficient flow. Fifty feet at the Gardens, but at 
Albert Park it is more like 180 feet. (2) 
 
The well in the Gardens is similar to many that were sunk in Warrnambool. 
They were circular, five to six feet across and the work of excellent craftsmen. Water was raised to 
the surface by a windlass that pulled a large bucket up to the staging across the well opening. Henry 
Worland retells the tragic story of a mother who fell to the bottom of a 70 foot well in Henna Street 
where Ellerslie Grove is today. The staging gave way and she fell to her death despite frantic efforts 
to rescue her. Today, bores serve the same purpose as wells, but they are harder to fall down. 
 
According to the 1995 Conservation and Management Plan for the Gardens, a well and windmill 
were proposed for the gardens in 1881 and works were completed the following year.  The windmill 
permitted the construction of the lake, which began in December. By 1888 it was proposed that the 
windmill at the gardens be moved to Victoria Park and replaced with a gas engine. However it 
appears that the windmill remained until 1893 when after the introduction of the Merri River water 
supply scheme there was a public auction of windmills used in the parks and gardens. 
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From 1893 to 1939 Warrnambool’s water was supplied from the Merri River, A pumping station 
raised water from the settling ponds on the river bank, (later the old WMCA stadium) to a reservoir 
and water tower on the Liebig Street Hill. When in 1902 the Merri River was deepened by 2 feet 
from Levy’s Point to the woollen mills a weir had to be built to raise the water level and fill the 
settling ponds. In 1939, Warrnambool was connected to the Otways water supply, which was of 
better quality than that of the Merri. 
 
The Gardens were connected to the town supply, but watering was still hard work. It would seem 
that the hard Merri water clogged the pipes, and reduced the flow. In 1926 Curator William Donald 
wrote of the water service;  
“The supply has been gradually getting worse for three or four years, this year it was almost 
impossible to work more than three sprinklers and that meant I had to work very long hours, 13 to 
14 hours a day….the excessively long dry season made my duties rather trying under the present 
condition of the water supply.” 
In 1933, Curator D. Leitch requested; 
“…extension of waterservice in various parts of the Botanic Gardens….as the existing water service 
only runs about seven sprinklers, I would recommend extra tappings from the mains to supply the 
extra pressure required” 
 
In 1961 a bore was sunk in the Gardens. With a good rainfall, Otways water and its own bore, water 
seemed inexhaustible and the only problem, distribution. How attitudes have changed! Current 
opinion is that shallow groundwater in the Warrnambool area is now fully exploited, and the 
Gellibrand River is already supplying all the water it can spare. Otways water is coveted by other 
centres of population growth. We need to use water wisely. 
 
In partnership with Wannon Water the Gardens are developing a waterwise garden to demonstrate 
water saving techniques and suitable plant selection for our local environment. Curator, John Sheely 
and his team, with the aid of the Friends of Warrnambool Botanic Gardens, have put down subsoil 
irrigation and mulch and planted out the bed on the northern boundary of the Curators Cottage. 
Signage will be installed shortly and the new garden opened. 
 
The Friends ambitions do not stop there. Public access to the well, reinstatement of the wind mill 
and an explanation of their significance is a long term goal. Old photographs of the windmill exist, 
but its brand is not known. It may have been made by John Esam. One of  Esam’s mills was used by 
the Council over the well at Cannon Hill and the Gardens well was sunk at the same time. 
 
More than 100 years later we can relate to Scoborio’s lament: 
 
‘ I never recollect such dry weather as has been experienced the past two years, it is with the 
greatest difficulty to keep the plants and shrubs alive.’ 
 
In writing this report I have drawn on the work of (1) Henri Worland Town Clerk of Warrnambool from 1918-1949, 
and (2) Graham Keith, Deputy Engineer Warrnambool,1958-59 and Water Engineer, 1963-70. also Marie Johnstone’s 
book “From the Merri to the Gellibrand” which covers 100 year history of Warrnambool’s water supply. 
Both Marie and Graham are members of the FOWBG and both knew Henri Worland. 
Other sources include,  
WBG Management Plan 1995 
Botanic Gardens Report Book 1898-1958                                                          Pat Varley Nov 2009 
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            A0032902E 
 
President 
Anne Lynch  (03) 5562 1303 
 
Vice-president 
Pat Varley  (03) 5562 4800 
 
Secretary 
Mandy King  (03) 55620343 
 
Minute Secretary 
Laurel Myers  (03) 55617571 
 
Treasurer 
Kathy Wicherson               (03) 5562 1436 
 
Committee 
 
Judi Phillips               (03) 5562 3320 
 
Isobel Jones    (03) 5568 1076 
 
Marigold Curtis    (03) 5567 6316 
 
Marie Johnstone    (03) 5562 3238 
 
Jean Fitzpatrick    (03) 5562 3447 
 
Billie Rowley (03) 55611583 
 
Donna Ellis  (03) 55623582 

     
Correspondence: 
Friends of Warrnambool Botanic Gardens Inc. 
P.O. Box 1190 
Warrnambool 3280 
 

Email: friends@wbotanicgardens.com.au   
 

Our newsletter is published spring, summer,  
autumn and winter.   
 
If you would like to contribute to our publication  
please forward material to the above address. 
 

Membership: Payable at/or by the AGM  
July 2009  
 
December 2009 
 

                     GUIDED WALKS 
 
Guided walks are conducted by our volunteer 
guides every Second and Fourth Sunday  
of the month commencing at 2.30pm,  
weather permitting 
Walks can be organised on request 
Walks proceed from the main entrance gate in  
Cockman Street 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 

 
Once again we will celebrate the end of 

another successful year in the gardens by 
inviting all our members to partake in a 

little light refreshment and our well 
renowned nibbles. 

 
Please come one and all to the Rotunda at 

5.00pm on Friday 4th December 
 
 

MORNING IN THE GARDENS WITH JOHN 
 

John’s ‘Curator day’ is held on the first Wednesday of 
the month at 10.30 am until noon. Each month John 
organises an interesting and educational experience. 
Come along to the gardens and meet at the growing 
area at the back of the curators cottage. 

 
 
 

WEB SITE 
The Newsletter is posted on our web site 
Visit the site by copying  
www.wbgardens.com.au into your web browser and enjoy. 
If you would like to contact us or have your newsletter sent by 
email please forward an email to the friends at 
friends@wbgardens.com.au  
 

 
Visit the Gardens 
 
You will be delightfully surprised with the amazing 
changes that John and his staff have achieved over the 
last few years. The Fernery looks spectacular. Most 
trees have been mulched. All gardens beds are have a 
make over and ‘botanic’ plants are been planted. 
Flower beds change with the seasons. Old trees are 
having special attention. Specialty beds are being 
created. The fruit trees have been uniformly pruned. 
The friends of the gardens are very proud of the work 
that has been achieved. All of Warrnambool should 
take in the wonders of this jewel of our city   


